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Mr Stephen Pickles 

After reading English at New College, 

Oxford, Stephen Pickles spent ten years 

heading a pioneering translation program 

at a leading independent literary publishing 

house, chief highlight of which was 

bringing the work of Thomas Bernhard to 

the English reading public. He is currently 

an Editor with The Poetry Archive, the 

nation’s pre-eminent repository of twentieth 

and twenty-first century poets reading their 

own work. As a writer he has published 

fictional sociology and edited a nostalgic 

tribute to Britain’s most famous children’s 

educational magazine, Look and Learn. 

stephen.pickles@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

Ms Matilda Bathurst 

Matilda Bathurst is a journalist and copywriter 

based in London. After studying English 

Literature at Cambridge, she worked for the 

arts communications consultancy Bolton & 

Quinn Ltd, before moving to Paris to be the 

Editorial Assistant at the 

magazine Some/Things. She currently 

contributes to a number of publications 

including The Spectator, Apollo and The 

Independent on Sunday. 

matildabathurst@gmail.com 

Ms Joanna Walsh  

Joanna Walsh is the author 

of Vertigo, Hotel, Grow a 

Pair, and Fractals. Her 

stories and essay are 

anthologised widely 

including in Best European 

Fiction 2015, Best British 

Short Stories 2014 and 

2015, Granta Magazine and 

others. She edits at 

Catapult.co and 3:AM, 

reviews for The New 

Statesman, The Guardian, 

and others, and is the 

founder of @read_women. 



Ms Jemima Hunt 

Jemima Hunt is a journalist and 

novelist. She is the author of the books 

The Late Arrival and Notes from 

Utopia. She runs The Writers’ Practice, 

a boutique literary agency and editorial 

consultancy based between Oxford 

and London. The Writers’ Practice 

shapes stories into books for 

submission to publishers and secures 

publishing, television, and film deals. At 

the consultancy, alongside script editor 

and prize-winning novelist Jeremy 

Page, they provide manuscript and film 

script reports.  

jemima.hunt@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

Ms Noreen Masud 

Noreen Masud is a D.Phil. candidate at 

the University of Oxford, Linacre College. 

Her D.Phil. is entitled ‘The Aphoristic 

Aesthetic of Stevie Smith and H.D’. It will 

uncover the narrative and interpretative 

implications of an aphoristic aesthetic in 

Stevie Smith’s writing, with reference to 

Hilda Doolittle (H.D)’s early poetry. She is 

supervised by Professor Laura Marcus 

and Dr Sally Bayley. She is organizing a 

comprehensive Stevie Smith Conference 

to be held on the eleventh of March.  

masudnoreen@gmail.com  

 
 

 

Ms Camille Ralphs  

Camille Ralphs, formerly Senior 

Poetry Editor at The Missing 

Slate, is currently a 

postgraduate student at the 

University of Oxford. In April 

2016, she appeared on BBC 

Radio 6 Music with Cerys 

Matthews to discuss her debut 

pamphlet, Malkin, which was 

published by The Emma Press 

in November 2015.  Malkin has 

recently been shortlisted for the 

Saboteur Award for Best Poetry 

Pamphlet. 

camille.ralphs@keble.ox.ac.uk 



Dr Marc Lafrance  

Dr Marc Lafrance is an assistant professor of Sociology at 

Concordia University. He earned his Masters and Doctoral 

Degrees in Cultural Studies at the University of Oxford while 

receiving additional training at the British Institute of 

Psychoanalysis (London, England) and the École Normale 

Supérieure (Paris, France). He is the winner of two 

Commonwealth Scholarships and a SSHRC Postdoctoral 

Fellowship. Lafrance also studies issues of body image and 

how they relate to men and masculinity, considering the politics 

of gender, sexuality, race and ethnicity in popular culture 

mlafranc@alcor.concordia.ca 

 

Dr Andrew Blades  

Dr Andrew Blades  is a member of the Department of 

English at the University of Bristol. He researches the 

intersection between medicine and literature. Some of his 

research includes the monograph: Reassessing 

American AIDS literature, the poetry of Hart Crane, 

issues of poetic influence(particularly queer models of 

influence) and recent representations of  the 1980s in 

British and American fiction. He is also currently co-

editing a collection of essays, Poetry and the 

Dictionary (Liverpool University Press), which considers 

the relationship between poetry and lexicography. He 

also writes on music for Slate magazine, pens a music 

blog, and reviews plays for The Stage.  

a.blades@bristol.ac.uk 
 

 



Dr Charlie Lee-Potter 

Dr Charlie Lee-Potter is a writer, 

journalist, broadcaster and academic. Her 

monograph on the evolution of the post-

9/11 novel - Writing the 9/11 Decade - is 

being published by Bloomsbury later this 

year. She has presented many BBC 

Radio 4 news and arts programs, such as 

PM, The World at One and Open Book. 

She is a visiting Lecturer in English 

literature at the University of London. She 

writes and photographs a blog called 

Eggs On The Roof which can be found at 

http://eggsontheroof.com. 

charlie.lee-potter@lmh.ox.ac.uk   
 

 

Dr Will May  

Dr Will May is a Senior Lecturer in English at the 

University of Southampton. He completed his doctoral 

thesis at Balliol College, Oxford. He is a member of 

the Centre for Modern and Contemporary Writing 

(CMCW), and is committed to projects that use writing 

to bring different communities together. He helped 

devise Litmus, an initiative which paired creative writers 

with research scientists, and set up the F.T. Prince 

Memorial Lecture, an annual English lecture which 

celebrates the work of the poet F.T. Prince, a former 

Professor of English at Southampton. He has also 

edited the poems of Stevie Smith for Faber & Faber.  

W.May@soton.ac.uk 

Mr Chris Parton 

Chris Parton is a recent graduate of Oxford 

and Bristol universities, where he read music. 

At Bristol he studied composition with John 

Pickard and Michael Ellison and in 2012 won 

the University's Symphony Orchestra 

Composition Prize for his 9-minute orchestral 

work Variations for Orchestra. He was a 

composition tutor at Mansfield College, Oxford 

from 2014-15 and has been actively involved in 

the Oxford music scene. Currently, he is 

working on an anthem for the Choir of Wadham 

College, Oxford in collaboration with the 

Oxford-based writer Leo Mercer. In September, 

Chris will be leaving Oxford to start a PhD in 

musicology at Princeton University.  

christopher.parton@trinity.ox.ac.uk 

 



Ms Michelle Madsen 

Michelle Madsen is a poet and journalist. She founded the London 

branch of Hammer and Tongue, the UK’s largest slam poetry network 

and has featured on stages in four continents. She has appeared on 

BBC 1, BBC Radio 4, the Bowery Poetry Cafe in NYC, Latitude, Hay-

on-Wye, the Secret Garden Party, Bestival and Glastonbury. In 2013 

she took her show I’m Sorry I Haven’t Haiku, the world’s first and 

possibly last ever poetry panel game, to the Edinburgh Festival, and 

has performed with poets including Kate Tempest, Buddy Wakefield, 

Tim Key and Simon Munnery. She has also written for publications 

including the Independent, the Guardian and Private Eye and 

interviewed many odd people like Tony Blair, Ronnie Wood and the 

president of Guinea. Michelle’s debut collection of poetry, Alternative 

BeachSports, was published by Burning Eye Books in 2014. 

madsen.michelle@googlemail.com 

 

 

Dr Tom MacFaul                    

Dr Tom MacFaul is a lecturer in English at St Edmund Hall, Oxford. Tom’s 

primary research interests are in Renaissance literature. His research is 

particularly focused on matters of gender, politics and social class, showing 

the effects of such ideological preoccupations on literary form. Tom has 

published three books: Male Friendship in Shakespeare and his 

Contemporaries, Poetry and Paternity in Renaissance England: Sidney, 

Spenser, Shakespeare, Donne and Jonson; and Problem Fathers in 

Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama. His edition of Tottel’s Miscellany, 

the most important anthology of early Tudor poets such as Thomas Wyatt 

and Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey (co-edited with Amanda Holton) was 

published by Penguin in 2011. Tom has also recently completed another 

book, Shakespeare and the Natural World.    

thomas.macfaul@seh.ox.ac.uk 



Dr Sally Bayley 

Dr Sally Bayley is a Teaching and Research Fellow at the RAI and Lecturer in 

English and Composition at University College and Lady Margaret Hall, 

Oxford. She has published two books on Sylvia Plath, including Eye Rhymes: 

Sylvia Plath’s Art of the Visual.  In 2011 she co-edited a series of essays 

about Sylvia Plath: Representing Sylvia Plath: New Essays on the Writer and 

Her Work. In 2010 she completed a study of Emily Dickinson: Home on the 

Horizon, America’s Search for Space: from Emily Dickinson to Bob Dylan . 

She has recently produced a film exploring the life and work of American poet, 

Hart Crane, with Suzie Hanna. Prior to this she has worked with Suzie Hanna 

and Tom Simmons on a film telling the story of the young artistic life of Sylvia 

Plath (The Girl Who Would be God, 2007) and a representation of the poetic 

tropes of poet Emily Dickinson, Letter to the World (2011).  Sally Bayley has 

recently finished her newest novel, titled The Private Life of the Diary: From 

Pepys to Tweets (Unbound, 2016).  

sally.bayley@rai.ox.ac.uk 

Dr Michael Hrebeniak  

Dr Michael Hrebeniak is College Lecturer in English and Director of Studies 

in English at Wolfson College, Cambridge. He has been Lecturer in 

Metropolitan Studies at NYU (London), Lecturer in Humanities and Jazz at 

the Royal Academy of Music, and a Fellow of Cranfield School of 

Management. His first book, Action Writing: Jack Kerouac’s Wild Form, was 

revised for paperback in 2008, and he is currently preparing a text on 

Ecopoetics and a psychogeographical account of Stourbridge Fair. In 2007 

he co-organised the CRASSH conference, ‘Passionate Natures - Ecology 

and the Imagination’. His academic career has co-existed alongside 

subterranean activities as saxophonist, jazz journalist, Guardian obituarist, 

editor of Radical Poetics, and producer of arts documentaries for Channel 4. 

mh433@cam.ac.uk 



Professor Suzie Hanna 

Professor Suzie Hanna is Chair of Animation Education at 

Norwich University of the Arts. He research interests 

include animation, poetry, puppetry and sound design. She 

has made numerous short films including The Hart Crane. 

She is now also creating a film responding to Stevie 

Smith’s poetry and she has been commissioned to create 

an animation responding to the experience of war in poetry. 

She also contributes to journals, books and conferences, 

and projects including animated online international student 

collaborations and digital exhibitions of art and poetry on 

Europe’s largest public HiDef screen. She works as a 

production consultant and as an international academic 

examiner, was a member of the AHRC Peer Review 

College from 2009-2014, is secretary on the Executive of 

NAHEMI, a member of ASIFA, and an active board 

member of Norwich Puppet Theatre.  

S.Hanna@nua.ac.uk  Dr Ben Morgan 

Dr Ben Morgan is Lecturer in 

English Literature at St 

Catherine’s College, Oxford. 

He is presently writing a book 

on Shakespeare for Princeton 

University Press, concerning 

Shakespeare and Ethics. He 

also maintains interests in 

modern and post-modern 

literature. 

ben.morgan@stcatz.ox.ac.uk 

 

  
 

Professor Celeste-Marie Bernier 

Professor Celeste-Marie Bernier a Professor of African 

American Studies at the University of Nottingham, UK, and 

Associate Editor of the Journal of American Studies. She 

was awarded an Arts and Humanities Research Council 

Fellowship in support of her book, Suffering and Sunset: 

World War I in the Art and Life of Horace Pippin. She has 

also published: African American Visual Arts: From Slavery 

to the Present (2008) and “Characters of Blood:” Black 

Heroism in the Transatlantic Imagination. She is currently 

working on two book projects: Imaging Resistance: 

Representing The Body, Memory and History in Fifty Years 

of African American and Black British Visual Arts 1960-

2010 and Stick to the Skin: A History of Contemporary Art. 

celestemarie.bernier@googlemail.com 


